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Dates to Remember 
 

 

BEEF 

 

JANUARY 

10 VT Beef Webinar. Contact: Mark McCann, (540) 231-9153; email: mmccnn@vt.edu  

 

FEBRUARY 

1-4 Cattle Industry Convention and Trade Show. Nashville, TN. Contact: Scott Greiner, 

(540) 231-9159; email: sgreiner@vt.edu  

7 VT Beef Webinar. Contact: Mark McCann, (540) 231-9153; email: mmccnn@vt.edu 

9-10 VA Beef Industry Convention. Hotel Roanoke, Roanoke. Contact: Bill McKinnon,  

(540) 992-1009; email: bmckinnon@vacattlemen.org  

 

MARCH 

6 VT Beef Webinar. Contact: Mark McCann, (540) 231-9153; email: mmccnn@vt.edu 

18 VA BCIA Southwest Bull Test Open House. Hillswinds Farm. Dublin.  

Contact: Scott Greiner, (540) 231-9159; email: sgreiner@vt.edu 

24 VA BCIA Southwest Bull Test Sale. Wytheville. Contact: Scott Greiner,  

(540) 231-9159; email: sgreiner@vt.edu 

 

 

SHEEP 

 

JANUARY 

7 Sheep Symposium. Alphin-Stuart Arena. Blacksburg. Contact: Scott Greiner,  

(540) 231-9159, email: sgreiner@vt.edu 
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December Beef Management Calendar 
Dr. Scott P. Greiner 

Extension Animal Scientist, VA Tech 

 

Spring Calving Herds 

 Market backgrounded, value-added calves 

 Feed replacement heifers to gain 1.5 – 1.75 lbs per day, adjust nutrition based on target 

 Monitor body condition of cows 

 Test hay for nutrient content and supplement accordingly 

 Increase energy during cold periods 

 Attend bull and replacement heifer sales 

 Evaluate cull cow marketing plan 

 Winterize waterers 

 Send in soil samples if not done earlier this year 

 

Fall Calving Herds 

 Begin breeding season on cows; complete AI on heifers 

 Monitor body condition on cows and especially first calf heifers 

 Manage 2 and 3 year-old cows separate from main herd 

 Feed cows extra energy after calving; some protein may be needed also if good 

stockpiled forage is not available. Cows calving at BCS < 5 should receive special 

nutritional attention. 

 Keep high quality, high magnesium, high selenium minerals available 

 Monitor breeding activity, condition and health of all bulls; remove and replace injured or 

thin bulls 

 Winterize waterers 

 Send in soil samples if not done earlier this year 
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VT Beef - Winter Webinar Series – Market Outlook – January 10
th

  
Dr. Mark McCann 

Extension Animal Scientist, VA Tech 

 

Dr. Derrell Peel, Professor and Livestock Marketing Specialist at 

Oklahoma State University will be the featured speaker for the second 

Beef Webinar sponsored by Virginia Cooperative Extension and 

scheduled for 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, January 10th.  He will provide a 

“Market Outlook for 2012”.  Dr. Peel is nationally recognized 

authority on cattle.  Participants in the on-line meeting will have the 

opportunity to ask questions through an on-line chat box or over the 

telephone using a number provided during the program. 

 

Check with your local Extension Agent about accessing the program 

at your local Extension office.  Producers with high speed internet 

service can access the meeting at home.  Webinar information and 

meeting links will be available on the VT Beef Extension webpage 

http://www.vtbeef.apsc.vt.edu/ .  From the VT Beef Extension site, you can click on the meeting 

link and go directly to the meeting.  If you missed the first webinar by Dr. Lawton Stewart on 

“Effective, Efficient and Economical Strategies for the Cow Herd this Winter”, you will find a 

link to the recording on the VT Beef Site. 

 

In addition to the January meeting, future webinars are scheduled for: 

February 7
th 

–  Beef Cattle Finances 

March 6
 th

.  –   Forages  

 

If you have questions please contact Mark McCann at 540-231-9153 or mark.mccann@vt.edu . 

 

http://www.vtbeef.apsc.vt.edu/
mailto:mark.mccann@vt.edu
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Contributed by Dr. W. Dee Whittier 

Extension Veterinarian, Cattle 

VA-MD Regional College of Veterinary Medicine, VA Tech 
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Virginia-North Carolina Shepherds’ Symposium - January 7, 2012 

Alphin-Stuart Livestock Arena, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA 
Dr. Scott P. Greiner 

Extension Animal Scientist, VA Tech 

 
Program Overview: 

Friday, January 6- all activities at Alphin-Stuart Livestock Arena 

 

4:00 pm  Virginia Sheep Industry Board Meeting (open to public) 

   

6:00  Virginia Sheep Producers Association Board Meeting (open to public) 

 

Saturday, January 7- all activities at Alphin-Stuart Livestock Arena 

 

8:15 am  Registration & Commercial Exhibits 

 

9:00  “Sheep Parasite Management- Past, Present, Future” 

  Dr. Scott Bowdridge, Division of Animal & Nutritional Sciences, West Virginia University 

 

9:45  “On-farm Applications of FAMACHA for Parasite Control” 

Dr. Will Getz, Extension Specialist, Fort Valley State University 

 

Break and Commercial Exhibits 

 

10:45  “Our Experiences with Direct Marketing of Lamb and Wool” 

  Dr. Craig Rogers, Border Springs Farm, Patrick Springs, VA 

 

11:30  Roy Meek Outstanding Sheep Producer Award Presentation  

Virginia Sheep Producers Association Annual Business Meeting 

 

12:15 pm Lunch 

  “Let’s Grow with TwoPlus Campaign- Implications for Virginia” 

Dr. Will Getz, ASI Executive Board- Region II Director, Georgia 

 

“What’s New with the American Lamb Board” 
Mr. Leo Tammi, Director- American Lamb Board, Mt. Sidney, VA 

 

1:30 pm “Management and Feeding Tips for the Ewe Flock- Body Condition Scoring, Hay 

Quality/Supplementation, and Flock Health” (hands-on session) 

  Dr. Scott Greiner & Dr. Mark McCann, Department of Animal & Poultry Sciences, Virginia Tech 

Dr. Kevin Pelzer, DVM, Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine 

 

  Break and Commercial Exhibits 

 

3:15  “Improving Carcass Merit in Sheep” 

Mr. Joe Emenheiser, Department of Animal & Poultry Sciences, Virginia Tech 

 

3:45  “Experiences with Sheep CIDRs to Induce Fall Lambing” 

  Dr. Scott Greiner & Dr. Mark McCann, Department of Animal & Poultry Sciences, Virginia Tech 

 

Early Registration Deadline:  January 2, 2012 (registrations taken on-site day of program) 

 

For registration information visit http://www.vtsheep.apsc.vt.edu or contact Dr. Scott Greiner, Department of 

Animal & Poultry Sciences, Virginia Tech, phone (540) 231-9159, email sgreiner@vt.edu  

http://www.vtsheep.apsc.vt.edu/
mailto:sgreiner@vt.edu
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Sheep Update 
Dr. Scott P. Greiner 

Extension Animal Scientist, VA Tech 

 

2011 Virginia Fall Bred Ewe & Doe Sale Results 

The 2011 Virginia Sheep Producer’s Association Fall Bred Ewe & Doe Sale was held Saturday, 

December 3 at the Rockingham County Fairgrounds in Harrisonburg.  A total of 60 bred ewes 

sold for a sale record average price of $564, along with 8 meat goat does for an average price of 

$250. Sale results by breed and age were as follows: 

 

Ewe 

Lambs 

Yearling 

Ewes 

Mature 

Ewes 

 

   All 

Wether Dams     

     Suffolk 4     $575 1       $525  5     $565 

     Crossbred 34    $593 18     $509 3     $568 55    $564 

All Breeds 38    $591 19     $510 3     $568 60    $564 

     

Boer Goat Does 5     $244  3     $260 8     $250 

 
 


